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N o t e s o n 
Jewisfi 
(or: Tanu 

Īoften g o to the T r a v i s P e r k i n s l u m b e r y a r d o n the 

r o u n d a b o u t o f f H a r r o w R o a d to g e t w o o d cut. It's a 

g o o d p lace t o g e t a p iece o f l u m b e r cut . A l t h o u g h 

actually, they don ' t have a b u z z saw now and if y o u 

want to g e t s o m e t h i n g cut y o u have to g o to a yard 

in a p lace cal led L a d b r o k e G r o v e . It 's cal led " N e w 

L i n e s " and they often cut things there for free. It's right, right 

and right again ou t o f the stat ion. T h e tube station. Tha t ' s right, 

right and right aga in . It's under the flyover. S o , anyway, I u sed 

often to g o down to Trav is Perk ins to g e t w o o d cut. A n d I 'd 

often g o walk o r take the b u s and then walk down from where 

the b r idge where there is this s tat ion called Royal O a k , because 

I 'd always mis s the right s top . T h e n I 'd ask the driver if he knew 

when w e had p a s s e d Trav i s Perk ins a n d ei ther he 'd know, o r 

another passenger would tell m e . A n d y o u can walk th rough this 

kind o f graffi t i -space, except there isn't m u c h graffiti there, just 

s o m e , t h r o u g h these g igan t i c bushes o f flowers s o m e o n e has 

p l a n t e d t h e r e . I g u e s s it 's t h e C o u n c i l . T h e y a r e c a l l e d 

bouga inv i l l eas . I k n o w b e c a u s e this girl to ld m e . Anyway, I 'd 

often g o down to Travis Perkins , pe rhaps ho ld ing one o r two 

pieces o f l umber unde r m y a r m s or car ry ing it on m y shoulder 

or in front o f m e , like a gun , bu t like I wasn ' t a im ing it at any­

body . S o m e t i m e s I ' d s e e this n e w s p a p e r wr i te r c r o s s o n the 

o ther s ide o f the roundabout , or the road, or ac ross the flyover, 

real small , on the o ther s ide . I knew he was a newspaper writer 

because I saw h i m c lose u p one day after I had just left Travis 

Perk ins and he was arr iving there. I looked at his face, bu t he 

didn't l ook at m e at all. H e a l so had s o m e w o o d to cut, p r o b a ­

bly for different reasons to m e (I like to adjust the height o f fur­

n i ture a lo t ) . T h e n , I s a w his face in a n e w s p a p e r ca l led the 

Guardian next day. H i s p h o t o was right there over his co lumn . 

You s e e , he's a ' co lumni s t ' a n d s o he wri tes a ' c o l u m n ' every 

week. I know because s o m e o n e told m e . I don ' t regular ly read 

the newspapers . Anyway, his n a m e is J o n a t h a n Fr ied lander o r 

someth ing . A n d I kep t on see ing this J o n a t h a n Fr ied lander g u y 

c ross ing on the o ther s ide o f the road, g o i n g to Travis Perk ins 

like m e , or m a y b e g o i n g there while I was g o i n g h o m e (I never 

saw h im g o i n g back while I was g o i n g to the yard) . A n d he often 

looked land o f lost o r confused a b o u t the direct ion, and I fre-

q u e n d y saw h im m a k e s o m e w r o n g turnings . T h i s really m a d e 

m e l augh . I l aughed once s o hard for s o m a n y minu tes J o n a t h a n 

Fr ied lander walked by m e — h e had c o m e right round , bu t he 

d idn ' t t ake a n y n o t i c e a n d d idn ' t s e e m t o n o t i c e m e , o r m y 

laughing , at all. I often m a d e w r o n g turnings as well, a l though 

they ' re no t always w r o n g — s o m e t i m e s I just wan t to ' check ou t ' 

a p iece o f fenc ing o r m o t o r w a y 'archi tecture ' o r some th ing . I 

can j u m p d o w n o n t o an e m b a n k m e n t o r j u m p b a c k u p . N o 

p r o b l e m . I ' m g o o d at j u m p i n g . I a lways k n o w which w a y is 

north, bu t I g e t a little confused by the roads a round there too , 

because they're no t really des igned for pedes t r ians . S o m e t i m e s 
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the pavemen t is just m a y b e o n e foot ac ross . S o m e t i m e s there's 

n o pavemen t at all. T h e n y o u have to be careful o f the traffic. 

C o m e to think o f it, it was really only m e and J o n a t h a n F r i e d -

lander I ever s a w r o u n d there . Usual ly . E x c e p t s o m e t i m e s I 'd 

see J o n a t h a n Fr ied lander walking to Travis Perkins with a girl . 

U s u a l l y (but no t always), the s a m e girl . A very lovely girl . A girl 

cal led T a m a r a Her sche l . 

I like the girls in the adverts for "call-centres." You know, they 

have those nea t little ear p h o n e and m i c r o p h o n e in front o f 

their m o u t h s . T h e y a re cal led, "headsets ." I like the g i r l s in the 

adverts for haircuts, in the hairdresser 's . T h e y are s o hot s o m e ­

t i m e s . I d o n ' t th ink they ac tua l ly have their ha i r c u t in ' the 

place, ' t hough . I like the gir ls on the med ic ines and stuff in the 

pharmacis t ' s , Like d i e gir ls on the packets , I m e a n . L i k e the gir ls 

o n the packets for Pantene hair co lour o r C r e m e o f N a t u r e C o l ­

ors . B u t I like T a m a r a Her sche l , m o r e than those gir ls . O r at 

least ' a s much . ' 

I r e m e m b e r once I walked the w r o n g w a y to Trav is Perkins , 

a n d w a s at the end o f this o n e - w a y road benea th the flyover, 

where cabbies g e t their cabs c leaned and there is s o m e kind o f 

office or car park, or m a y b e s o m e l and o f "si te delivery offices" 

(I s p o k e t o p e o p l e a b o u t this) . I a sked this c ab dr iver w h e r e 

T r a v i s Pe rk ins was (this was on ly m a y b e m y thi rd o r four th 

'visit ') and he turned round and he had this H e b r e w wri t ing o n 

his T-shi r t . I t was like, H e b r e w wri t ing, which is J e w i s h wri t­

ing . L i k e o u r a lphabet we use (I m e a n everyone) is cal led the 

R o m a n alphabet . B e c a u s e it is R o m a n . A n d the J e w i s h a lphabet 

is cal led the H e b r e w alphabet . O r it is the H e b r e w l anguage . 

A n d I felt a kind o f like, weird ' b o n d ' with this guy, because I 

r e m e m b e r m y m o m o n c e said to m e that she was J e w i s h and 

that m e a n s I a m J e w i s h too . Apparently, J e s u s was a l so J e w i s h , 

m y m o m told m e . M y dad is K o r e a n , s o I g u e s s I 'm , ' K o r e a n 

Jewish . ' S o anyway, he was tell ing m e to g o back the way I c a m e 

and turn right a t the roundabou t , o r s o m e t h i n g , and I wasn ' t 

say ing anything, just nodd ing , b u t rJiiriking, ' I feel s o m e l and o f 

" b o n d " with this guy.' I didn' t say anything after I said, " D o y o u 

know where Travis Perkins i s ? " I jus t n o d d e d , while I was think­

ing and he was explaining. O h , m a y b e after I 'd taken a few s teps 

away after he 'd he lped m e I turned a round aga in with this b i g 

s m i l e , b u t h e w a s a l r eady g e t t i n g b a c k i n to h is c a b . ( I can ' t 

r e m e m b e r i f I d i d this, m a y b e I ju s t t hough t a b o u t d o i n g it.) 

Anyway, s o he was this cab driver. H e had been cleaning the cab 

windows . A m a z i n g , isn't it? I didn't know there were s o m a n y 

J e w i s h peop le . F o r example , T a m a r a He r sche l is J ewi sh . A n d I 

a m too , acco rd ing to m y m o m (who is n o longer with us ) . A n d 

s o was that driver. It's s o amaz ing . And , I think m a y b e J o n a t h a n 

F r i ed lande r is a lso , l ike, J e w i s h . T a m a r a to ld m e o n e day, b u t I 

wasn ' t sure to believe her. Actually, I can ' t r e m e m b e r whether 

she told m e this or not . S h e told m e a lot o f things. L i k e there 

are lots o f J e w i s h taxi drivers in N e w York, which is in A m e r i ­

ca. I told T a m a r a I had never been to Amer ica , only to 'Ca l i fo r -

nia . S h e l ooked l and o f embar ra s sed b u t a l so real ly h a p p y a n d 

she went kind o f red and m a d e all these s t range noises , like she 

was l augh ing or some th ing , bu t I couldn ' t tell exactly because 

she wouldn ' t let m e see . Later , I felt really embar rassed , because 

I real ised why she was laughing . I was b o r n in G u a m , which is 

a U . S . pro tec tora te . T h e n w e went to Cal i fornia , where m y dad 

worked for the L A P D a n d m y m o m worked a s a textile work ­

er after he left us , even though she had been trained as a nurse . 

M y m o m is par t E th iop ian-Jewish , bu t I don ' t l ook black at all. 

I look, land o f ha l f -Korean and half, like, E u r o p e a n . 

It's l and o f an a m a z i n g s tory o f how I m e t T a m a r a Her sche l . 

I was del iver ing pizza leaflets near m y aunt's p lace where I Uve 

in this tower b lock and I was jus t a b o u t to put pizza leaflets in 

t he d o o r o f this flat w h e n it o p e n e d a n d the re w a s this g u y 

there. I t was S e y m o u r Her sche l . Actually, I didn' t know it was 

h im, because I only knew later when T a m a r a told m e . B u t he 

said I should c o m e in, because it was just s tart ing. S o I ran ou t 

to tell F ~ , w h o was this Afghan g u y I delivered leaflets with, that 

it was s tar t ing and I had to g o , and I 'd ca tch up with h i m later 

(we did each s ide o f a street, o r we 'd d o each a level in a b lock 

bu t g o u p two at a t ime, s o w e didn't double u p the work) . Ac tu ­

ally, th is g u y d idn ' t u n d e r s t a n d E n g l i s h a t all really, b u t h e 

unders tood when I went into the flat and S e y m o u r took a leaflet 

And Ī felt a kind of like, weird 
'bond 1 with this guy, because 1 
remember my mom once said to 
me that she was Jewish and that 
means I am Jewish too. 
Apparently, J e s u s was also 
Jewish, my mom told me. 
from h im said thank y o u and then c losed the d o o r on F ~ ou t ­

s ide . Anyway, it appea r s there was a misunder s t and ing because 

S e y m o u r though t I was one o f the peop l e c o m e to this kind o f 

event th ing he was having in his flat. W e all sat down in these 

little chairs , like chi ldren 's chairs , and p e o p l e s tar ted r e a d i n g 

th ings ou t . I real ised there had been s o m e kind o f mi s t ake a n d 

after just five minutes I said I had to g o and he looked surprised. 

A n d he a sked m e for m y cell number . A n d I didn ' t have m y 

mob i l e at that t ime. Really, I didn't have any m o b i l e then (actu­

ally I don ' t have o n e n o w because I jus t los t the fucker), s o I 

gave h i m m y aunt's number , which she always m a k e s m e carry 

a round . I l and o f t hough t there m i g h t b e s o m e l a n d o f p r o b ­

lem, like when I have b roken some th ing , bu t I knew that i f I 
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expla ined t o m y aunt e x a c d y wha t h a p ­

p e n e d , I k n e w the re w o u l d n o t b e a n y 

p r o b l e m and I wou ld no t have any p r o b ­

l e m . F ~ was wa i t ing downs ta i r s a n d w e 

s t a r t e d l ea f l e t i ng a g a i n w i t h o u t s a y i n g 

anything. I t was the football wor ld c u p in 

K o r e a and all the leaflets had a football 

t heme . I always wanted to explain t o F -

that m y dad was from K o r e a , bu t he d id ­

n ' t s e e m i n t e r e s t e d . Actua l ly , w e n e v e r 

really spoke because his Engl i sh wasn't too 

g o o d . H e spoke a language called Pashtun. 

Some t imes he would sing, in Pashtun. 

Anyway, ' to cut a l ong s tory shor t ' (that 

phrase is really amaz ing) , S e y m o u r H e r -

sche l was h o w I m e t T a m a r a H e r s c h e l , 

b e c a u s e S e y m o u r H e r s c h e l w a s h e r 

cous in . La te r , T a m a r a said that she wou ld 

h a v e m e t m e t h e r e b u t s h e a r r i v e d 15 

m i n u t e s later. N e x t t h i n g I know, t hey 

have g o t m y add re s s from m y aunt and 

they v is i ted m e , toge ther , b e c a u s e they 

though t s o m e t h i n g was w r o n g . N o t h i n g 

was w r o n g , it was jus t a m i s t a k e . It 's s o 

funny to think o f S e y m o u r a n d T a m a r a 

H e r s c h e l t a l k i n g t o m y a u n t in t he 

k i tchen o r s o m e t h i n g . I w a s o u t in the 

b a c k , l y i n g o n m y b a c k , w a t c h i n g the 

c lothes dry, because I wanted to wear m y 

tracksuit before I wen t ou t to s h o o t poo l . 

M y a u n t t o l d t h e m t h a t I w a s o u t , 

because she though t they were mi s s ion ­

aries, o r m a y b e from social services. B u t 

next th ing I know, m y aunt is dr iv ing m e 

to T a m a r a Hersche l ' s h o u s e because they 

have invited m e . M y aunt is K o r e a n . S h e 

actually isn't m y aunt , b u t she is family, 

b e c a u s e s h e i s m y fa ther ' s c o u s i n , l ike 

S e y m o u r H e r s c h e l is T a m a r a Hersche l ' s 

cous in . I jus t call he r m y aunt , anyway. 

T a m a r a says, that is c o m m o n in a lot o f 

cu l tu res . T a m a r a H e r s c h e l l ives in T h e 

B o r o u g h o f K e n s i n g t o n and Che l s ea . It's 

really desirable round there. M y aunt said 

she wou ld wait for m e r o u n d the corner. 

I h ad w a n t e d t o w e a r m y t racksui t , b u t 

m y aunt said that wou ld be a b a d idea, s o 

I wore these really ' formal ' t rousers with 

creases in them, dry clean only, from m y 

d a d w h e n h e w a s in t he L A P D in the 

early nineties. I a m abou t the s a m e size as 

he was , is o r wou ld be , right now. Actua l ­

ly, m y dad wasn ' t really in the L A P D , he 

w a s a k ind o f i n f o r m a n t o r s o m e t h i n g , 

w h a t e v e r t ha t m e a n s , a l t h o u g h h e d i d 

have a badge for a few months. Bu t m y aunt 

says I shouldn't talk about that to anybody. 

H e was also bisexual, which means he was 

half gay. I r e m e m b e r because he told m e 

when I was very young. That ' s why I never 

feel weird about gay people. I haven't told 

anybody about m y dad being half gay. 

A n y w a y , w h e n I c a m e in t o T a m a r a 

Hersche l ' s p lace , there were already a lot 

o f peop l e there, like s o m e land o f g a t h ­

e r i n g a g a i n . B u t first I s h o u l d s a y tha t 

T a m a r a a n s w e r e d the door . S h e l o o k e d 

rea l ly lovely. S h e had l o a d s o f freckles. 

It's kind of an amazing 
story of how I met 
Tamara Herschel. I was 
delivering pizza leaflets 
near my aunt's place 
where I live in this 
tower block and J was 
just about to put pizza 
leaflets in the door of 
this flat when it opened 
and there was this guy 
there. 

A n d this kind o f mixed g o l d e n hair, with 

red a n d even whi te in it, i f y o u l o o k e d 

real c lose u p . "You m u s t be Bonapa r t e , " 

she said and I sa id that that was correct . 

I r e m e m b e r I u s e d the word , "correc t . " 

S h e told m e to c o m e in, s o I did. T h e r e 

were lots o f peop l e si t t ing a round aga in . 

I t k ind o f l o o k e d l ike the p a r t y I o n c e 

w e n t t o wi th J a n i n e , b u t t h e r e w a s n o 

mus ic , and P a b l o wasn ' t there . Pab lo w h o 

is in jail now because m y aunt caught h im 

trying to m a k e m e take d rugs across town 

for h im. T h e r e we re b i g b o o k s in b lack 

leather with H e b r e w on the 'spines. ' P e o ­

ple s tar ted read ing things ou t again , kind 

o f like at S e y m o u r Hersche l ' s p lace , bu t I 

couldn ' t really follow them. In fact, I kind 

o f fell a s l eep a little bi t which was ve ry 

e m b a r r a s s i n g e x c e p t i t d i d n ' t h a p p e n 

because T a m a r a touched m y shoulder as 

I was a b o u t to d r o o p forwards and asked 

m e i f I was O . K . A n d I sa id yes and she 

l o o k e d p l e a s e d . A n d then the re c a m e a 

par t where n o b o d y was talking at all and 

T a m a r a sa id t o m e , " B o n a p a r t e , , d o y o u 

have anything for us? A p o e m ? " I said no , 

n o t real ly . B u t t h e n I fel t th i s k i n d o f 

pressure , because everyone was hs tening 

to us and look ing at m e . I t was like T a m a ­

ra h a d t o l d t h e m I w a s c o m i n g , e v e n 

t h o u g h S e y m o u r wasn ' t there . A n d s o I 

sa id , m a y b e I d id have a p o e m after all. 

A n d I sa id it was very short , and I wasn ' t 

sure wha t the tide o f the p o e m is ( p o e m s 

usua l ly have t i t les) . A n d I r ead o u t this 

p o e m from m y memory , " I u sed t o s ing 

a b o u t te l l ing y o u , whe ther y o u r e m e m ­

bered , that g o v e r n m e n t ya rd in T r e n c h -

town." It's a g o o d p o e m , because it's based 

on the lyrics o f a s o n g by R o b e r t N e s t a 

Mar ley . I love the m u s i c o f B o b Mar ley . I 

like to listen to it ly ing down or cycl ing, 

on headphones . M y aunt Ukes it t oo , and 

she Ustens t o it t oo . Anyway, the p e o p l e 

a t T a m a r a ' s p l ace real ly l iked m y p o e m 

because they app lauded . I heard T a m a r a 

lean forward to this g u y w h o was look ing 

at her right in her eyes and say, "it's abou t 

time, it's a b o u t memory ," and he said, "it's 

a b o u t a r e l a t i o n s h i p t o o . " T h e r e w a s 

a n o t h e r g u y w h o s a i d i t w a s a b o u t 

C a r i b b e a n pol i t ics . I k n o w wha t he w a s 

ta lk ing abou t , b e c a u s e J a m a i c a is in the 

C a r i b b e a n , and R o b e r t N e s t a M a r l e y is 

from J a m a i c a , except he died, in 1 9 8 2 . 1 

th ink they m u s t h a v e a l s o have k n o w n 

abou t R o b e r t N e s t a M a r l e y too , the p e o ­

p l e a t T a m a r a ' s p l a c e , b e c a u s e t h e y all 

s e e m e d to know what I was talking about . 

Actually, they had different ideas , b u t I 

th ink they w e r e all r igh t , t rue I m e a n . 

T h e r e was a really g o o d a tmosphe re s u d ­

denly and I was kind o f enjoying myself. 
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B u t t h e n I r e m e m b e r e d m y a u n t w a s 

wai t ing for m e in the car a round the cor ­

ner and I g o t u p t o say I had to g o . I was 

g o i n g to explain a b o u t m y aun t wa i t ing 

for m e , bu t T a m a r a g o t u p and said, " D o 

y o u have to g o ? " A n d she t o o k m e t o the 

door . I k ind o f wan ted to lass her like I 

m a d e ou t with J a n i n e last s u m m e r o n the 

estate but T a m a r a turned her head m a y b e 

because she didn' t realise and I ended u p 

kiss ing her cheek. S ince then I 've no t iced 

that a lot, guys kiss ing gir ls on the cheek 

and vice versa. It's fashionable. I 'd like to 

have kissed her, fully, y o u know, bu t she 

didn' t really not ice and anyway just then 

she kind o f leaped away because she had 

to talk to s o m e o n e on the o ther s ide o f 

the r o o m . A n d I turned and m a d e to g o 

b u t T a m a r a w a s there at the front d o o r 

aga in . S h e said that " S e y m o u r w o u l d be 

s o g l a d " a n d that S e y m o u r was so r ry he 

couldn' t be here today. M y aunt was wai t ­

ing for m e . S h e was hs tening to m y B o b 

M a r l e y tape and trying to figure ou t the 

rou te h o m e , which wasn ' t far. S h e didn' t 

ask m e anything about it, but a few months 

later when I said I left before everyone else, 

she looked kind o f disappointed. 

Ac tua l l y , b e f o r e I w e n t b a c k t o m y 

aunt 's ca r I k ind o f s t o o d there a whi le 

outs ide the house , s ta r ing in at the l iving 

r o o m t h r o u g h th i s g a p in t h e c u r t a i n s 

where everyone was . S o m e p e o p l e p a s s ­

i n g in t he s t r e e t l o o k e d a t m e k i n d o f 

weird because I m u s t have s tood there for 

m a y b e fifteen minutes . B e c a u s e I was just 

real ising that I had seen T a m a r a Hersche l 

b e f o r e , wi th t he n e w s p a p e r wr i te r guy. 

B u t I didn' t know she was called T a m a r a 

H e r s c h e l t h e n . S a t u r d a y I d i d n ' t h a v e 

m u c h to d o s o I wandered back t o T a m a ­

ra's h o u s e . I walked. I didn' t really k n o w 

the way, b u t I found it qui te quickly, after 

only m a y b e six hours o r some th ing , and 

I o n l y h a d t o s t o p w a l k i n g d o w n the 

m o t o r w a y a coup le o f t imes »vhen I wen t 

r ea l ly O f f t r ack . ' I d i d n ' t r e a l l y k n o w 

where T h e B o r o u g h o f K e n s i n g t o n a n d 

C h e l s e a w a s b u t there was a little v o i c e 

inside o f m e that said, " D o n ' t g o this way. 

G o tha t way," k ind o f w h i s p e r i n g , " G o 

that way. D o n ' t g o this way." Actually, I 

t h ink it w a s k i n d o f m y o w n v o i c e , 

b e c a u s e it w a s n ' t a lways r igh t . W h e n I 

arrived, I l ooked at m y digital watch and 

it was 11:30 a .m. I r e m e m b e r e d the g a r ­

den a n d cur ta ins a n d l o o k e d ins ide a n d 

there was T a m a r a . S o I knocked and said, 

" I 've s een y o u before with that n e w s p a ­

pe r writer guy, g o i n g t o g e t w o o d cut at 

T r a v i s P e r k i n s u n d e r t h e W e s t w a y . " 

T a m a r a l ooked real ly s tunn ing that day. 

H e r hair was all l o n g a n d curly, n o t u p 

like last night . S h e looked really beautiful 

a n d s h e w a s s m i l i n g a t m e . S h e h a d a 

rea l ly g r e a t figure. T h e t e l e p h o n e r a n g 

jus t a s I w a s ta lking bu t then it s t o p p e d 

s o she didn' t hear m e . " O h did y o u leave 

you r diary here," I r e m e m b e r she said and 

she wen t in to the next r o o m t o p ick u p 

this b lack leather diary and she wigg led it 

a n d I s a id n o , a n d j u s t k i n d o f l o o k e d 

a r o u n d b e c a u s e w e w e r e in t h e l i v i n g 

r o o m n o w even t h o u g h the front d o o r 

was still o p e n . S h e a sked m e h o w I g o t 

here and I said I walked. S h e said she d id­

n't know I was "from," bu t she didn' t fin­

ish the sentence and jus t kind o f looked 

at m e , smi l ing . I sa id she d idn ' t k n o w I 

was from where and she star ted l augh ing 

crazy, l a u g h i n g like, for a b o u t forty-five 

seconds. I know because I set the timer on 

m y digital watch after about fifteen seconds, 

real smooth without looking away from her. 

I go t used to doing that ever since I go t that 

watch. I can time a lot o f things. I often time 

how long the neighbours have sex. 

I wan ted to have sex with T a m a r a , bu t 

she was kind o f different from J a n i n e . S h e 

said, have y o u c o m e t o b e m y chavruta? 

Actually, I didn't unders tand what she was 

s a y i n g a n d she to ld m e this w o r d later, 

which is like a J e w i s h s tudy partner. I d id ­

n't know wha t she was ta lking a b o u t s o I 

wandered round the r o o m look ing at her, 

like I d id with J a n i n e once before I fucked 

that bitch s o g o d d a m n hard. T a m a r a went 

t o c lose the front d o o r and I wen t over to 

her H e b r e w books . T h e y had these kind 

o f g o l d e n letters on the ' sp ines ' s o I just 

ran m y finger u p and down the^sp ines ' a 

c o u p l e o f t i m e s . T h e n I w o n d e r e d 

w h e t h e r t h e g o l d h a d c o m e o f f in m y 

hands like w r a p p i n g pape r for chocola te 

and m a y b e w a s p o i s o n o u s l ike m y aunt 

u sed to tell m e to scare m e . S o I p u t the 

fingers to m y l ips and jus t then T a m a r a 

c a m e b a c k in a n d s h e j u s t w a s k ind o f 

l ook ing at m e in this funny w a y smi l ing 

a n d s tuff and s t a n d i n g b a c k aga ins t the 

d o o r l o o k i n g real n i ce . I b e g a n t o feel 

kind o f embar ra s sed which is s o m e t h i n g 

I often d o , in social s i tuat ions that I can't 

r e c o g n i s e , D r . P o u l g r a i n s a y s . T h e n 

s o m e h o w she m a d e m e sit down o n this 

chair and she sa t on the sofa and she read 

o u t s o m e H e b r e w a n d s o m e E n g l i s h 

from o n e o f these real ly b i g b o o k s a n d 

s h e s t a r t ed s a y i n g th ings I rea l ly d idn ' t 

unders tand . S h e kep t o n ask ing m e wha t 

I t h o u g h t . A n d I w a s k ind o f t h i n k i n g 

a b o u t a text m e s s a g e I could s end her if I 

h a d a m o b i l e , m a y b e s o m e t h i n g l ike 

"honey I w a n n a d8 t y o u , d o y o u w a n n a 

d 8 t m e c o s u m 8 k m e feel 4 - n e e l ike I 

w a n n a 4 n i c a t e w i t h u . " 4 n e e i s l ike 

'horny. ' P a b l o to ld m e . H e is a Peruvian 

g radua te s tudent at the S c h o o l o f O r i e n ­

tal and African S tud ies . T h e n s o m e t h i n g 

really weird happened . I was dr inking this 

o r a n g e ju i ce T a m a r a had g i v e n m e a n d 

she kind o f s t o p p e d and asked m e s o m e ­

th ing and I jus t kind o f looked real b lank 

because I didn' t wan t t o say any th ing s tu­

p id a n d I k ind o f h o p e d she w o u l d jus t 

carry o n like she had d o n e before sever­

al t imes when I hadn' t said anything. I g o t 

u p a n d t he r e w a s a l i t t le p i e c e , a l i t t le 

' d r o p ' I g u e s s o f O J at the b o t t o m o f this 

g l a s s and I Itind o f dec ided to throw it in 

the back o f m y neck (I was thirsty from 

all that walking) bu t it wouldn ' t m o v e it 

j u s t s t o o d t h e r e , s t u c k t h e r e I m e a n . I 

kep t on t rying to throw it in the back o f 

m y neck and look ing at T a m a r a s ideways 

l ike, O u t o f the corner o f m y eye, ' to see 

if she had started r ead ing aga in , b u t n o t 

r e a d i n g ou t . B u t she didn ' t and she w a s 

look ing at m e real different. L i k e angry. 

Continued on page 76 
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Continued from page 59 

S o I just fo rgo t a b o u t the last d r o p o f O J 

and sa t down. Actual ly I d r o p p e d this cup 

t h e O J w a s in a n d i t b o u n c e d s e v e r a l 

times o n the floor a n d I sa id so r ry a n d 

picked it u p but I was s o freaked out. H e r 

eyes went all s t range . I saw a p r o g r a m m e 

a b o u t stars exp lod ing the o ther day. You 

k n o w the sun is a star and when suns g e t 

o l d t h e y e i the r ' e x p l o d e ' o r ' i m p l o d e . ' 

S o m e t i m e s they d o bo th . T a m a r a H e r ­

schel's eyes looked like inside, deep , deep 

inside t h e m a black star, was imp lod ing . 

N o t like a l i tde black star. L i k e a b ig , b ig , 

black star, the b igges t black star y o u could 

ever imagine . Ever. It was all there behind 

her eyes. I told m y aunt yesterday and she 

s t a r t e d c r y i n g a n d s h e s a i d s h e n e v e r 

h e a r d m e s p e a k l ike tha t b e f o r e . I fel t 
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really, really sad , because her eyes looked 

s o d i f ferent . B u t I w a s c o o l a n d I sa id , 

" D o y o u know J a n i n e ? " and then I s t ood 

u p and walked a round . W h e n angry p e o ­

ple realise I don' t unders tand they ge t less 

a n g r y qu ick ly . I s a i d , " I s t ha t H e b r e w 

wri t ing? I saw s o m e t h i n g like that o n a 

T-sh i r t once ." A n d she s tood up and went 

into the other r o o m and was s tanding and 

s h e h a d h e r h a n d o n h e r h e a d a n d I 

looked at her down the cor r idor and she 

said, " H i there, I ' m just thinking" and she 

c losed the door . T h e n after two minutes 

she c a m e ou t and said, Bonapa r t e , I wan t 

y o u to d o s o m e t h i n g for m e . I wan t y o u 

to dial the t e lephone over there, and call 

"999." H a v e y o u g o t that , d ia l "999." I 

cal led m y aun t ins tead b e c a u s e I wasn ' t 

dial l ing n o 999 and m y aunt said m a y b e 

it w a s a m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d t h a t I 

s h o u l d ca l l S e y m o u r a n d I s a i d , w h o ' s 

S e y m o u r a n d T a m a r a was l i s tening and 

s a i d , S e y m o u r ' s g o t a f r i end w h o c a n 

answer the p h o n e today s o y o u can call 

h im. S o T a m a r a gave m e Seymour ' s n u m ­

b e r t o ca l l a n d s h e w e n t r o u n d t o t he 

ne ighbours . I just g o t this m e s s a g e which 

was like mus ic . T h e pol ice c a m e and the 

ne ighbour s c a m e t o o and they we re talk­

i n g in the ki tchen a n d I was a lone with 

T a m a r a in the si t t ing r o o m aga in and she 

said, " D o you even know m y n a m e ? " A n d 

I s a i d y e s , b e c a u s e I h e a r d tha t g u y a t 

you r par ty say it, bu t I 've m e t y o u before , 

w a l k i n g w i t h t h a t n e w s p a p e r g u y t o 

Travis Perk ins to cut w o o d . A n d she said, 

J o n a t h a n F r i e d l a n d e r ? A n d I s a i d y e s , 

even t h o u g h I didn' t know his n a m e . A n d 

she sa id , that 's s o a m a z i n g . Y o u haven ' t 

b e e n s t a lk ing m e have y o u , B o n a p a r t e , 

b e c a u s e the po l i ce m i g h t w a n t to k n o w 

abou t that. A n d I said n o . A n d she said, I 

t hough t y o u we re Seymour ' s friend, and 

S e y m o u r mus t have thought you were m y 

f r i end—isn ' t tha t funny? A n d s h e sa id , 

how old are y o u , wha t d o y o u do? A n d I 

said I was 22 and D r Pou lg ra in was s e e ­

i n g w h a t l e a r n i n g def ic i t s I r e t a i n e d 

be fo re he c o u l d r e c o m m e n d m e for an 

apprent iceship . A n d I sa id I saw a J e w i s h 
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taxi driver, and T a m a r a sa id there we re 

lots o f J e w i s h taxi dr ivers in N e w York. 

A n d I said m y aunt was really m y father's 

c o u s i n , a n d T a m a r a s a i d tha t S e y m o u r 

Hersche l was her cousin and I 'd m e t h im, 

and that she was called He r sche l too , and 

that cal l ing a c lose , o lder female relative 

aunt , w a s c o m m o n in a lo t o f cu l tu res . 

A n d s h e s a i d a c h a v r u t a w a s a J e w i s h 

s tudy partner, and it was s o funny that she 

had thought we could s tudy together. A n d 

she said I unders tand y o u are par t K o r e ­

an, par t J e w i s h , a n d I said I 'd never been 

to Amer ica , only to Cal i fornia . A n d I said 

I 'd seen her walking with J o n a t h a n F r i ed -

lander t h r o u g h all t hose f lowers by the 

W e s t w a y . A n d s h e s a i d t h e y w e r e 

bouga inv i l l eas . A n d I sa id cou ld I c o m e 

a g a i n a n d s h e s a i d m a y b e n o t , l ike a 

teacher. A n d s h e sa id g o o d b y e w h e n the 

po l ice t o o k m e h o m e . M y aunt was o u t 

and they jus t d r o p p e d m e on the corner. 

I d i d n ' t tel l m y a u n t t he w h o l e s t o r y 

because she wou ld jus t have worr ied . 

I saw T a m a r a He r sche l aga in recendy. 

M y a u n t s a id s h e w a s a t e a c h e r in t he 

Univers i ty o f L o n d o n , and I knew where 

the Univers i ty o f L o n d o n was because I 

ha d o n c e d o n e s w i m m i n g for s choo l in 

this b i g poo l round the corner. M y aunt 

g o t m e a m o b i l e af ter t he w h o l e t h i n g 

w i t h t h e H e r s c h e l s s o I w a s t h i n k i n g 

m a y b e I cou ld find T a m a r a He r sche l and 

g e t h e r n u m b e r . T h e r e w e r e s o m a n y 

peop le g o i n g into the T u b e and the funny 

th ing is that there she was a b o u t to g e t 

i n t o th i s t ax i . I s a i d T a m a r a a n d s h e 

looked round and I said, I love you . S h e 

asked m e h o w I had found her a n d she 

l o o k e d a r o u n d b u t there w e r e s o m a n y 

peop le n o b o d y was looking at us and any­

w a y I wasn ' t d o i n g anyth ing w r o n g . A n d 

she looked very swee t all o f a sudden bu t 

like a teacher a n d she s t o p p e d b u t then 

said to m e that it was no t poss ib le that I 

w a s in l o v e wi th her , b e c a u s e y o u c a n 

on ly really love s o m e o n e if they love y o u 

b a c k t o o . A n d s h e sa id she w a s in love 

with her rabbi . A n d I asked her if she was 

in love with J o n a t h a n Fr iedlander and she 

sa id n o . A n d I d idn ' t s ay a n y t h i n g a n d 

then the taxi driver s tar ted shou t ing and 

I felt real ly a n g r y a n d s t r ange sudden ly 

and I tu rned a r o u n d a n d there was this 

b u s that I knew, the l a n d y o u can s t e p o n 

a n d the re ' s a c o n d u c t o r , t h a t I k n e w 

would take m e all the w a y h o m e . S o I g o t 

on the bus and when I turned round T a m a ­

ra H e r s c h e l w a s l o o k i n g a t m e k ind o f 

funny. And she said, "Oh , G o o d b y e , B o n a ­

parte," and I just looked away because she 

looked so nice. T h e n the bus started moving 

away real fas t I 'm g o i n g to buy her a ten-

met re length o f deep blue and white pa t ­

terned silk from a 'designer* called Abraham, 

o f Switzerland, at 52 bucks per met re f rom 
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